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Award-winning mystery and thriller writer Todd Stone of Maperville is one of several authors scheduled to speak at the upcoming Love is Murder
Conference. The event, designed for readers and writers of mysteries, thrillers, romantic suspense and horror, will take place Feb. 4 to 6 in Rosemont.
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o odd Stone was a 15-year-old kid
living in a trailer park on the wrong
side of the tracks in Bloomington,
Ind., when his next-door neigh-
bor's drunken hoyfriend gunned
her down one night just outside
his window.

A fledgling journalist at the time
who had written pieces for his high
school and communily newspapers,
Stone rushed outside to get what in-

“fofmation he could from the police
officers responding to the scene.
From that and his own observations,
he wrote a story, hopped on his bi-
cycle, and delivered it to an edifor at
The Daily Herald Telephone, then
Bloomington’s local newspaper.

_ More than 30 years later, he still
can't forget that terrible tragedy,
nor his pride inrhis first major front-
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page byline story.

Today, Stone, of Naperville, is an
award-winning novelist and busi-
ness communications writer who
also teaches creative writing at the
College of DuPage. He will be
among the several anthors, editors,
publishers' agents and criminal jus-
tice experts who will be giving
workshops at the Love is Murder
Conference to be held Feb. 4 to 6 at
the Wyndham (YHare in Rosemont.

“It's a celebration of the genres,
but it's also a celebration of the call
to write,” said Stone, whose pen
name is T.A Stone. “You meet peo-
ple there like (author) Rob Walleer
or somebody who has yet to get that

manuscript finished. We all share
the same experience.”

Stone, along with his wife, Terr,
a writer of romance and romantic
suspense, are members of the
board of Love [s Murder, an inde-
pendent, nonprofit group that
holds its annual convention for
writers, readers, educational
groups and vendors. The organiza-
tion provides an educational forum
for people wishing to further their
knowledge of writing, publishing
and the business of book produc-
tion. In addition, Love is Murder
sponsors other educational and
writer-focused programs through-
out the year and contributes to

scholarship programs to assist stu-
dents of writing and publishing.

Most of Stone's writing has a mil-
itary theme. After graduating from
Indiana University in Bloomington
with a degree in public affairs, he
spent 14 years in the U.S. Army, be-
coming an Airborne,/Ranger in-
fantry officer. The Army sent him
to Northwestern University for a
master's degree in English and
then to the United States Military
Academy at West Point, where he
was a professor of English.

He started working on his first
novel in 1990, “Kriegspiel,” a mili-
tary technothriller, was published
in 1992. That year he retired from
active duty as a major.

*] left the service to follow that
dream that I had when [ was 15
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